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“Welcome Back!” 

 

By most calendars, January 1 is the 
beginning of the new year, but if you 
belong to a church, you know that the real 
new year actually begins the Sunday after 
Labor Day, when folks start coming back 
to church after the last burger of the 
summer is barbequed. A lot of churches 
crank up a new round of Sunday school 
classes that week as kids move up a grade 
in school and adults — one would hope — 
make a commitment to start a new habit of 
Bible study. 
     Heritage is no different! As you come 
back from a summer break, there will be 
new classes waiting for you — from the 
youngest on up to our oldest in the 
congregation (please see Pastor Holly’s 
description for each age group on p. 3). 
     Following a really thought-provoking 
and much-appreciated study of Tim 
Keller’s The Prodigal God series last year, 
what’s really exciting for the Monday night  
Pastors Class this fall (and repeated the 
following Sunday during the Sunday 
School hour) is another one of his popular 
DVD study series. 
     Based on the New York Times 
bestselling book, The Reason for God: 
Belief in an Age of Skepticism, pastor and 
author Tim Keller meets with a group of 
people over six sessions to address their 
doubts and objections to the Christian 
faith. Using literature, philosophy, real-life 
experiences, and the Bible, Keller and the 
group explore the truth of Christianity. 
     The session topics include: 
1. Isn’t the Bible a myth? Hasn’t science 
disapproved Christianity? 
2. How can you say there is only one way 
to God? What about other religions? 
3. What gives you the right to tell me how 
to live my life? Why are there so many 
rules? 
4. Why does God allow suffering? Why is 
there so much evil in the world? 
5. Why is the church responsible for so 
much injustice? Why are Christians such 
hypocrites? 
6. How can God be full of love and wrath 
at the same time? How can God send 
good people to hell? 

     Whether you’ve been pondering these 
questions yourself, or trying to respond to 
these frequent objections to the Christian 
faith from your friends, The Reason for 
God is a good resource for what to say 
and a model for how to say it. 
     Each class will begin with a DVD 
presentation and conclude with group 
discussions. See you in class! 

__________________ 
 
Some of you may have heard that the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) has 
approved some significant changes to our 
ordination standards and our Form of 
Government in the Book of Order this 
spring, and wondered how these changes 
may impact our lives together as 
Presbyterians. A Congregational Forum 
has been scheduled for Sunday 
afternoon, September 25, at 4:30 to 
answer your questions. All are welcome! 

__________________ 
 
We continue to hold up Aaron Santa Ana 
and his family in our prayers over the 
recent death of his father, Otto, in Arizona. 
     When Aaron first shared with me that 
his father was a well-respected and -loved 
community leader in Arizona, I had no idea 
how much until I read his obituary! 
     What spoke to me most about Otto’s 
life was when he was described this way: 
―Most importantly, Otto was never a 
politician. He was a civic leader. He did not 
compromise his deeply-held values to 
curry the voter’s whim or favor; he always 
expressed his arguments rationally in plain 
talk. His guiding principle was to improve 
the quality of life in Miami [AZ], and he 
never sought personal aggrandizement at 
the expense of Miami's citizens.‖ 
     How many of us could be described this 
way as we serve our community or our 
congregation? May we learn from Otto as 
we serve our neighbors with humility and 
genuine love, and seek God’s glory and 
not our own! 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
 

From the Pastor’s Heart 
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Finance & Stewardship, Elder Bill Sams 

         Financial Snapshot 

2011 Stewardship July YTD Budget 
Operating Fund Revenues $38,618 $236,824 $419,433 
Operating Expenses $35,060 $242,708 
Over (Under)    $3,558  ($5,883) 

Giving*  
Tithes and Offerings $35,089 $207,477 
Special Offerings           $1,806 $7,417 
Building Fund $0 $1,525 

 

*Tithes and Offerings in regular (white) envelopes apply toward the 2011 Budget of $419,433 unless 
otherwise notated. Special-Envelope Offerings (e.g., One Great Hour of Sharing) and Special Appeals (e.g., 
Disaster Relief) are free will offerings over and above pledged amounts and do not support the operations of 
Heritage but are passed through to various missions.  

“3For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you 
ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God has distributed 
to each of you. 4For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all 
have the same function, 5so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all 
the others. 6We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is 
prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; 7if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, 
then teach; 8if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to 
lead, do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully” (Romans 12:3-8). 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

The above scripture is often used in stewardship messages, especially verse 8. Today 
it’s time for some sober judgment. Our church finances are currently in deficit status and 
we’ve got some faithful work to do. 
     Here is a quick summary of the summer months from a financial standpoint. We 
finished June 2011 with a deficit of $9,400. Giving was strong in July and helped by a 
five-Sunday month, it was reduced to $5,900. August was weak and not helped by 
Hurricane Irene hitting just before the last Sunday, thus our overall deficit is likely to 
grow to close to $15,000, as of August. The August books are not yet closed at the time 
I must write this article. 
    Our Reserve Fund was in solid shape at the end of July, so our Treasurer did not 
have to raise a cash flow alert, but may have to do so at the end of August. A cash flow 
alert is raised if our reserve fund, less any operating deficit, were to drop below two 
months’ of operating budget. 
     Our spending is on track and on budget; it’s our giving that is currently behind the 
curve. We’ve been here before and it’s not uncommon for churches and charitable 
organization to fall behind during the summer months. The problem with that is it forces 
the Session to have to consider the potential for budget cuts in the 4th Quarter, just 
when we would like to be finishing strong and thinking about plans for the next year. 
     I therefore ask you to consider your own giving with sober judgment. If you are on 
track, we are grateful. If you are behind, please make an effort to catch up quickly. If you 
need to amend your pledge, please contact Jim Hayes, our Financial Secretary, who is 
the only one in the church who knows your pledge. That information, sans names, will 
be transmitted to Session, so that we may make appropriate decisions going into Q4. If 
you would like information about donating appreciated stock and the tax advantages of 
doing so, please contact Jess Hernandez. 
     We know Heritage members have a history of strong giving in September through 
December. We trust the Lord to provide for all our needs, so that we may maintain our 
current budget and mission giving commitments which are paced throughout the year. 
     Up-to-date giving statements with pledge information will be mailed to all members 
and friends of Heritage in September. 
     As always, please feel free to contact me with any questions or feedback. Thank 
you for your faithful support of the mission of Heritage Presbyterian Church through 
your giving of time, talent and treasure. 
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Fall 2011 Christian Education & Discipleship 

 
Are you ready for a great year? Are you a life-long learner, 
always seeking to grow spiritually in knowledge and 
understanding? Think about how you will grow deeper and 
closer to God and to your brothers and sisters in Christ this 
fall at Heritage! 
 

CHILDREN 

Christian Education Kick-off Sunday, September 11 — Let’s celebrate the beginning of a new program year for all 
children Pre-K through 5

th
 grade. Registration, fun activities, music, snacks and an opportunity to meet your class 

leaders. Don’t forget to stay for worship and the annual church picnic afterward! 9:30 – 10:30 A.M. in the Fellowship Hall. 
Sunday Morning Class Leaders: Nursery Staff – Cathy Morrison and Bethany Chohan. Pre-K thru 3

rd
 – Romelda 

Guglielmo, Betsy Rogers and Jennifer Santa Anna. 4
th
 & 5

th 
– Sara Sams and Kala Thompson. 

 
Parenting in the Pew — This year we are not offering Children In Worship during the 11 A.M. worship hour. Instead we 
encourage families to worship together in the Sanctuary being present as a gift to the Lord. This will be a big change for 
everyone! Some helpful ideas will be ongoing for children, parents and all worshipers. The Nursery is available for 
children who need to wiggle. 
 

YOUTH 

Christian Education Kick-off Sunday, September 11 — This is going to be a great year with TWO youth rooms 
transformed! Let’s allow God’s Spirit to transform our lives as well. Expect to have some fun and to be challenged with 
some great DVDs and discussion. Sunday Morning Class leaders: Middle School – Kari Ann McDonald, Jenny 
Kennedy and Pastor Holly. High School – Van Davis and Al Perryman. 
 
Youth Events — Every 3

rd
 Sunday evening at 5:30 P.M. Special Youth Kick-off Event – MESSY NIGHT! Sunday, 

September 18.
 

 

Confirmation 2012! — All youth in 7
th
 grade and up interested in church membership are invited to participate in the 

Confirmation Class beginning March 4. Plan to meet for about 9 weeks, immediately following the worship service on 
Sundays. Lunch will be provided. 
 

ADULTS 

Pastors Class – Monday evenings, weekly from 7:30 – 8:30 P.M. in the Library. Tim Keller’s DVD presentation, A 
Reason for God, explores the truth of Christianity and promotes conversation on faith and life. Pastor Bill will lead this 6-
week class beginning September 12. If you are not able to come Monday evenings — please come Sunday mornings!  
Discussion guides are available for $8 at the class. 
 
Pastors Class — 9:30 A.M. Sunday mornings in Fellowship Hall for 6 weeks. Pastor Bill will lead this class beginning 
Sunday, September 18. This is the same DVD presentation of Tim Keller’s A Reason for God offered on Monday 
evenings. 
 
Bible Study Class — 9:30 A.M. Sunday mornings in the Library. The fall study takes a look at wisdom in the Bible, 
specifically in the books of Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and Song of Solomon. Sign up to lead a week! 
 
Faith & Life — This group will be attending the 6-week Pastors Class. 
 
Dr. Bruce Douglass — 9:30 A.M. Sunday mornings (October 30-November 20) in Fellowship Hall. Director of The 
Reformed Institute, Associate Professor at Georgetown University, and Elder at Lewinsville Presbyterian Church, Dr. 
Douglass will continue his series on the history of the Reformed tradition.  
 
Hope  & Healing — Pastor Holly leads this informal gathering once a month, every 2

nd
 Sunday, from 5:00-5:45 P.M., in 

the Sanctuary. Please come for a time of worship and prayer for the purpose of leaving our burdens with God, having 
our hope renewed and our hearts refreshed. Begins October 9. 

Christian Education, Pastor Holly Davis 
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For the Safety and 
Protection of the Men 

and Women of our  
Armed Forces. 

 

 

Lectionary Readings for Sundays  

in September 

Sept. 4 Exodus 12:1-14; Psalm 149; 
 Romans 13:8-14; Matthew 
 18:15-20 
Sept. 11 Exodus 14:19-31; Psalm 114; 
 Romans 14:1-12; Matthew 
 18:21-35 
Sept.18 Exodus 16:2-15; Psalm 105:1-6, 
 37-45, Philippians 1:21-30; 
 Matthew 20:1-16 
Sept. 25 Exodus 17:1-7; Psalm 78:1-4, 
 12-16; Philippians 2:1-13; 
 Matthew 21:23-32 

Around the Parish 

Made By The Bell 

The crafters have been meeting all summer and will continue full-force through the fall 
toward our December Sale. We will meet the third Thursday of each month, September 
15, October 20, and November 17. Please mark your calendars for Friday evening, 
December 2, and Saturday, December 3, as the Christmas Boutique Sale. This year 
we will have only one Saturday sale and we will add a Friday evening sale. 
    Remember that all proceeds from the sale go toward women and children’s outreach 
ministries supported by the Heritage Presbyterian Women. We need your help to spread 
the word about the sale, come craft with us or you can complete crafted items at home 
and donate them for us to sell. Please contact Jenny Kennedy or Elder Mary Oliver if 
you have any craft items or want to help in any way.  

Blood Drive a Success! 

The July 2 Blood Drive held at Heritage 
was great success. A total of 34 units was 
collected! INOVA Blood Donor Services 
were ―very pleased with the drive overall, 
and the willingness of the donors to share 
this life saving gift. The efforts of Heritage 
Presbyterian Church have always been 
greatly appreciated and their support of 
the community blood program will go a 
long way toward replenishing blood 
supplies and ultimately savings 
lives.‖ Many thanks to all! 
     St. Luke’s Episcopal will be hosting a 
Blood Drive on Saturday, September 17. 
Appointments can be made online at 
www.inovabloodsaves.org. 

Lunch Bunch 

Welcome back from 
summer, Heritage! The 
Lunch Bunch wil l 
resume on Wednesday, 
September 7, at Noon, 

at the Thai Na Korn Restaurant, located 
at 7533F Cooper Road.  Select from their 
outstanding menu, which includes daily 
luncheon specials and features a variety 
of Thai cuisine for all appetites. That’s 
right … you decide just how spicy you 
want it! Come out, have fun and bring a 
friend or two. All are welcome! Please call 
either Elders Vivien or Richard 
Peterson at 703-660-6988 for any 
questions or to reserve your space. 

Join the Conversation! 

Bring your cup of coffee and join the Meet, Pray and Love 
discussion group on the first and third Tuesday each month. The 
small group gathering will meet September 6 and 20 in the comfy 
chairs in the Library at 9:00 A.M. Our discussion has been guided by 
the One Anothering book series by Richard Meyer, following the ―one 

anothering‖ passages of the Bible, and building a spiritual community as a group 
studying together. Please contact Elder Mary Oliver at 703-341-6179 for more 
information. 

Laugh of the Month 
A little boy was waiting for his mother to 

come out of the grocery store. As he waited, 
he was approached by a man who asked, 

―Son, can you tell me where the Post Office 
is?‖ The little boy replied, ―Sure! Just go 

straight down this street a couple blocks and 
turn to your right.‖ 

     The man thanked the boy kindly and 
said, ―I’m the new pastor in town. I’d like for 
you to come to church on Sunday. I’ll show 

you how to get to Heaven.‖ The little boy 
replied with a chuckle. ―Awww, come on... 

You don’t even know the way to the  
Post Office.‖ 
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Heritage Presbyterian Women, Elder Mary Oliver 

New Year Begins … Heritage Presbyterian Women 
(HPW) start off the new year of study, service and 
fellowship. HPW is open to all women at Heritage. In 
study, we begin looking at the Beatitudes as written in 
the books of Matthew and Luke. The study brings these 
well-known verses into historic and cultural context then 
encourages our response to Christ’s teachings. HPW has 
two circle groups for the study — Dorcas Circle meeting 
the first Tuesday of each month at 7:00 P.M. at a 
designated member’s home. The contacts are Elder 
Elizabeth Tolles (703-360-8083) or Elder Pat Carvellas 
(703-360-0656). Rebecca Circle meets the second 
Wednesday of each month at 9:30 A.M. in the church 
Library. The contact is Elder Susan Palmer (703-768-
2319). 
     In service, HPW has continued over the summer with 
several projects: Sixty-seven baby and hygiene kits, 
collected in the spring, were delivered to Church World 
Service. Planning, shopping and painting all came 
together to redecorate two rooms for use by our senior high and junior high classes in time for a new school year. Thank 
you goes to Elder Susan Palmer for her leadership, ideas and work to make the new space for our youth. This project is 
funded through the Made By The Bell craft sale held the first weekend of December. Made By The Bell crafters meet 
on the third Thursday of each month to make items for the annual sale. Helping hands are always welcome. 
     Every month, HPW serves Meals on Wheels (MOW) in the South Mount Vernon area on the fourth Thursday. This 
gratifying service project goes year round. Teams of two or three individuals are needed for the fall months. Please 
contact Jennifer Santa Anna at 703-660-0736 if you can offer an hour plus to assist with MOW delivery. We welcome 
all in the church to help in this effort. Also planning is beginning for serving an evening meal to the Fairfax County 
Nurturing Parents program meeting at Mount Vernon Presbyterian Church. Stay tuned for more information. 
     In fellowship, we will have a kick-off breakfast to welcome everyone to the beginning of a new HPW year on 
Saturday, September 17, at 9:00 A.M., in the Fellowship Hall. Come, learn more about the Circles, the work of HPW 
and the study for this year, Confessing the Beatitudes, view some of the Made By The Bell crafts. Be watching for 
information in the church bulletin and e-vite. If you have any questions, concerns or to R.S.V.P., please contact either 
Elder Mary Oliver at 703-341-6179, or Elder Romelda Guglielmo at 703-360-4937. 
     Presbyterian Women: Alone we work, together we work miracles. Together in study, service and fellowship, 
committed to building an inclusive, caring community of women. 

Girl Scouts Present Appreciation Award  

Heritage Presbyterian Church was the proud 
recipient of an Appreciation Award given by the 
Girl Scouts Council of the Nation’s Capital. Jenny 
Kennedy and Carrie McNamara, leaders from 
Troops that meet at Heritage, presented the award 
at the July 31 Worship Service. Heritage has been 
the home to numerous Girl Scout Troops in our 
area. For all levels of scouts — Heritage has 
opened its doors for afternoon meetings and 
special events. The church manages to find 
meeting space for up to three meetings at the 
same time. Church staff are very accommodating, 
providing tables, chairs, use of the copier, phones 
and friendly faces. The garden and outdoor play 

equipment have become a favorite with all the 
troops that use the church facility. Until recently, Heritage served as the local Girl Scout Cookie Drop-off and Pick-up 
Center. The Fellowship Hall would be filled with boxes and boxes of cookies and leaders would come by to collect their 
troops orders. Local leaders often say how grateful they are to Heritage for the safe and welcoming environment 
Heritage provides to local Girl Scouts. 

Back: Gail Trimble, Rachel Messman, Anne Ferguson, Susan Palmer, Ann Perkins, 
Nancy Worden and Pat Carvellas. Front: Romelda Guglielmo, Mary Oliver 

Pastor Teng, Jenny Kennedy, Kaitlyn McNamara, Michelle and Margaret St. John, Claudia and 
Camille Santa Anna, and Carrie McNamara after presenting an Appreciation Award to Heritage.   
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Vacation Bible School 

Our Vacation Bible School participants enjoyed their week-long visit to Hometown Nazareth! Our children were 
blessed. Our helpers were awesome. THANK YOU for so generously giving of yourselves, making this one of the best, 
ever, VBS at Heritage! 
     Thank you to our wonderful, dedicated leaders and volunteers: Rae Ayers, Lori Bossman, Pat Carvellas, Joan 
Coe, Jim Ferguson, Barbara Jones, Jennifer McAllister, Cathy Morrison, Marty Nau, Mary & Pat Oliver, Susan 
Palmer, Vivien & Richard Peterson, Emily Perez-Reyes, Arnie Porter, Peggy Russo, Sara Sams, Jennifer Santa 
Anna and P.D. Smith. Thanks to our awesome youth volunteers: Caroline Bowman, Bethany Chohan, Connie 
French, Alyssa Gregory, Alexander and Bernard Kluskins, Christine and Rachel Macey, Erin McAllister, Alex and 
Maggie McDonald, Lydia Perez-Reyes, Matthew and Catherine Perryman, William Sams, Cami and Claudia Santa 
Anna, Margaret St. John, Savannah Urps and Brennan and Ripley Vaughn. And, a very special thank you to Elder 
Kari Ann McDonald, VBS Director, and Pastor Holly for all their hard work planning this year’s VBS. Awesome job 
everyone! 

Golden Jubilee Remembrances 
From the September 1, 1961 issue of HORIZONS (a weekly publication back then): 
 

YOUTH MEETING — All young people of Junior and Senior High classes are 
invited to the third youth program to be held in the manse rec room  
at 7:30 p.m. this Sunday.  Since this is Labor Day Sunday the discussion 
topic will be “God and Machines”.  Any young person of the area is  
welcome. Bring your friends for the fun and study together.  

 
THANKS to Mrs. John Ritchey (Chr. of the Fellowship Committee) for  
arranging our first Family Fellowship Supper last Sunday evening.  A 
delicious array of good was brought by the families and shared with  
the group.  Some indoor recreation and table games were enjoyed by child- 
ren and adults, followed by an adult discussion of the development  
of the church & various aspects of its program. 

 
“CHRISTIAN FAITH AND LIFE AT A GLANCE” is a free booklet describing the 
purpose, themes, content, and materials for each age in our Christian 
Education program.  Every parent and informed adult should have a copy 
of this important booklet.  Get yours this Sunday. 
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Smellin’ the Roses, Elder Marge Hernandez 

Congratulations to Beth & Jim Cossey as they celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary!! In honor of this very special 
occasion, a trip to St. Petersburg, Russia, is in the works!!.. And Beth Armstrong, please, please get better. We know 
you and Sam are getting tired of this ―Beth fell again‖ stuff… Myrna Oliver, we hope your tune-up at Johns Hopkins will 
be the start of something really good for you and Lee. And congratulations on the sale of your house!.. Farewell and 
congratulations and good luck and hugs and thanks to the Stefanchik family. We’ll miss you, and wish you well as you 
head to Fort Bragg and to new challenges and adventures. Please stay in touch… And, WOW!! Wasn’t Vacation Bible 
School a wonderful experience!! Thanks to all our favorite adults who spent many hours planning activities and rounding 
up supplies, and then a solid week actively loving many happy, squirming, noisy little folks. VBS just gets better and 
better. And the volunteers just get better and better!! Thanks!!.. And wasn’t the celebration of Judi Lyons’ life a special 
evening? Judi was such a joyful person, and certainly her spirit was there smiling, and perhaps wearing a big hat too!.. 
Looks like the Army is not relocating Kala, Burt, Heather, Hunter, Heath and Hannah Thompson somewhere else for 
their next tour of duty. Good news for us!.. Thanks Susan Palmer and Chris Geren and all our other Mexican 

cooks! The Taco Lunch was wonderful, 
delicious, and lots of fun!! And how much money 
did we raise for our friends in Miguel 
Aleman? Was there truth to the rumors that we 
should make this a monthly event??.. Earlier in 
the summer, Rachel Sloan and Rachel 
Messman sailed away for a week long mother-
daughter cruise to Bermuda. What a great 
idea!!.. Ask Denise Hayden about her mission 
trip to Appalachia… Chris & Jay Geren’s 
mission trip to Jamaica with the Christian 
Dentists sounds like something really special 
too. Ask them about it… Sympathy and lots of 
hugs go to Aaron, Jennifer, Camile and 
Claudia Santa Anna who are grieving the loss 
of Aaron’s dad after a long illness… Big hugs 
are always needed by all our members and 
friends! This is especially true concerning 

those who have lost loved ones in the not so distant past. Don’t forget them in your prayers, and when you see any of 
them, a big hug would certainly not hurt. There’s Wolfgang Maier, and there is the family of Ross Thompson, and all 
those who loved Reid Graham, and there’s Juanita Holst in North Carolina, and there’s John Hayes, and Mary Joe 
Rixey and Nancy Worden, and Tina Adamson, Dave Lyons, Bianca Warner, Shirley Howland, Carolyn 
McDonald and so many others… Fair winds and following seas and lots of love go with Bill & Nancy Walker. Nancy 
has retired from the US Navy, and the two of them are headed for Macclenny, Florida… Kate Keating’s been at a 
special summer camp for advanced violin studies at Appalachia State, in western North Carolina. Sounds wonderful, and 
cool too!!.. Was Ann Frederick sick?? Please cut that out, Dear Ann… Charles Jones & DeJuana, had a real scare 
when Charles’ heart began doing strange things recently. After that, Charles was made a real member of the 
pacemakers club, meaning a pacemaker was implanted in his chest, and he says he’s feeling fine now. Thank you 
God!.. Ask the Trimbles about the bears they saw at Capon Springs recently. Also, ask Gail about the wonderful reunion 
she enjoyed with her brothers and sisters and their families in nice cool New England this summer… And Marcella 
Magruder, please get yourself well and back with us, right where you belong!! This business of surgery and more 
surgery is for the birds!.. P.D. Smith was down for a while this summer with something that tried, but just could not get 
the best of the situation. Besides, he needed to be up and about, and to enjoy the visit from much of the Florida 
contingent of the family. Granddaughter Rachel (yes, that same cute little girl who used to sit on the back row with her 
grandparents) is off to college in Savannah now!.. Vivien & Richard Peterson spent a bit of the summer doing work 
related to the listing of Vivien’s mother’s old Brownstone House in Brooklyn as place of historical significance. They also 
visited with family in Maine… It was great having Laura Christenson Thumm and (not so little anymore) Rhyan to visit 
in August… Vern Coombs, right about now, is moving into his new digs at Paul Springs. You’ll have to tell us all about 
the new place, please Vern… At press time, Holly & Van Davis were all excited, with good reason, about the arrival of 
daughter Margie from Jordan, here for an all too-short visit… Now, let’s talk for a minute about a favorite subject: 
Volunteering. And, let’s ask that same ole question again: What have you volunteered to do at Heritage recently?? 
Hummmmm!!! There are still lots of spaces on those sign-up sheets outside the Library. And they are just waiting for 
your signature!.. By all means, do not forget the Church Picnic on September 11. It’s always a very special event. And 
this year it’s gonna be even better than ever!! 
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Peacemaking Offering 

Heritage is a FIVE for FIVE church. This means Heritage contributes to basic mission 
support and participates in the four Presbyterian Church annual church-wide special 
offerings. The Peacemaking Offering is one of these four special offerings and supports 
the efforts of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) to live out a deeper commitment to 
peacemaking as part of our faithfulness to God. This year’s Peacemaking Offering will 
be collected on Sunday, October 2, World Communion Sunday. As we gather with 
Christians from all over the world to celebrate a simple meal of bread and cup, we are 
reminded that Christ brings us together to make us one family. A simple meal that 
celebrates Christ, our peace. Heritage retains 25% of the Peacemaking Offering and, 
again this year, it will go toward the Women’s Group of Mount Vernon to help with the 
issue of domestic violence in our neighborhood. Envelopes are provided in your offering 
box. 

Mexico Mission ~ School Scholarships 

Even though Heritage could not send a Mission group to Mexico again this year due to 
the escalating violence, we continue our support of the Miguel Aleman community 
through a monthly donation to the Miguel Aleman Mission Church and the funding of 
eight school scholarships for the children of Miguel Aleman. Though public education is 
free in Mexico, most of the children lack the money to pay for uniforms, books, 
transportation, and food, and therefore end up not attending school. Seven of the eight 
students are the same as last year. Vacation Bible School collected enough money for 
one scholarship, and the rest of the total required funding ($3,600) is provided from the 
Taco Lunch which was held on July 10 (almost $1,500) and from Account D106 — 
Shepherd Project. 

 
September 

Celebrations 
 
 
 
 
 

Birthdays 

 1 Geoffrey Gallante 
 2 Maggie Dellaventura 
  Oglesby 
 12 Emilie Stefanchik 
 14 Clara Palmer 
  Vivien Peterson 
 15 Bill Sams 
 16 Claudia Santa Anna 
  Bianca Warner 
 17 Diana Johannes 
  Dwayne Lovell 
 19 Karen Galambos 
  Sara Sams 
 22 Van Davis 
  Jess Hernandez 
  Clarke Magruder 
  Ann Strohm 
 25 Kitty St. John 
 26 Jim Hayes 
 27 Holli Vaughan 
 30 Marge Hernandez 
  Kala Thompson 
  Mike Larkin 

and 
Eric Borgstrom 
Ross Causley 
Molly Johns 

Danny McSwain 
Mike Messman 

Mark Morris 
Christian Reynolds 

Glenn Willis  
 

 
 
 
 

Anniversaries 
Betsy & Matt Rogers 

Jeanne & Larry Leggett 
Susan Palmer & Joseph 

Campbell 
Kitty & Glenn St. John 
Anne & Jim Ferguson 

Happy & Ralph Simmons 
Liz & Mark Vago 

Local & World Outreach 
Back-to-School Drive ~ BIGGER and BETTER! 

Every year, United Community Ministries (UCM) asks our help in readying the neediest 
children in our community for school by supplying backpacks and school supplies. Last 
year’s Back-to-School Drive provided 49 backpacks, a carload of school supplies and 
$110 in cash. This year’s program, Crayons to Cash, was a little different than in 
previous years. UCM partnered with Kids R First, Office Depot and Wal-Mart to 
purchase all of the necessary school supplies in bulk, which would give UCM a buying 
power of approximately 4 to 1. That meant that $40 worth of school supplies cost about 
$10 per student. So UCM asked each local faith-based and community organization to 
consider a fundraising goal of $500 and 50 backpacks — enough to outfit 50 
students. Since we provided 49 backpacks last year, we thought Heritage should be 
able to meet or exceed that goal. And did we ever! Thanks to your outstanding support, 
Elders Joan Coe and Susan Palmer delivered 67 backpacks and $825 to UCM on 
August 1. Thank you Heritage for your generous spirit! 

CentsAbility 

Every summer, the Missions Committee asks each Heritage member and friend — of all 
ages — to collect a few cents at every meal as a small step in the battle against hunger 
and poverty. Then on September 25, we will ―make a joyful noise unto the Lord‖ when 
we receive and dedicate the coins you have been collecting. Forty percent of monies 
collected will be given to United Community Ministries to provide food for children and 
families in need, right here in the Mount Vernon area, another 40% will be sent to the 
Presbyterian Hunger Program and the remaining 20% will go to the Hunger Team of 
the National Capital Presbytery. Thank you for participating in this annual event, as 
we share God’s abundance and blessings! 
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Malawi News Update * From Debbie at the College of Theology * June 2011 
 

Dear Friends, 

     Warm greetings in the power and hope of the Spirit of Pentecost! 
That gift of the Holy Spirit makes us one - one community of faith - one family of God - throughout the world in all the glory of our 
diversity. The Spirit enables us to be more together than we can be apart from one another. But sometimes all that diversity can be 
quite challenging as we strive to serve together as the one body of Christ, as partners in Christ’s service. A colleague spoke of this 
sharing of our lives amidst cultural diversity as a dance, “the dance of partnership.”   
     We are grateful for partners who have danced with the University of Livingstonia, College of Theology, over these past seven years 
and who continue to be our partners in Christ’s service. Thanks to your faithfulness in partnership the college has greatly progressed 
over these past seven years. We began in borrowed facilities training candidates for the ministry to be licensed pastors. Today we have 
our own campus and facilities and our candidates for the ministry earn a diploma or bachelor degree in theology. We have grown 
from two to six full time members of faculty and from one to four classes of students. Our library holdings reflect a broad spectrum of 
theological perspectives with many recent scholarly publications. Many of the goals of our initial five-year strategic plan have been 
achieved and now it is time to dance to the new music of a new ten-year strategic plan formulated earlier this year.   
     We have already embarked upon building a new kitchen, which we hope will be completed and ready for use by the end of this 
month.  See pictures [here] of the old and new kitchens. Our cooks still cook over a wood fire in 
both buildings because having an electric stove is costly and electricity is not dependable.  
     At the College of Theology we have one new full time member of faculty, Rev. Dr. Joel 
Manda, and we hope to have an additional two faculty members as we begin the 2010-2011 
Academic year on 27th June 2011. This past semester we were pleased to receive from Langham 
Trust in U.K. a variety of books for ministry for our students, but we are still greatly in need 
of textbooks, which are costly and are not available in Africa. Thus, the cost doubles for each 
textbook when transport to Africa is included. Another challenging dance for us!   
     For us in the Western world where we dance to the tune of the dollar, the pound and the 
euro and terrorist threats, it is not easy for us to understand that designated funds for 
a building project would be used to feed the hungry, to care for the sick and to pay 
secondary school fees for a child in a country like Malawi where secondary education is 
not free.  Neither is it easy for us in the Western world to understand that here in 
Malawi poorly performing employees are not easily fired because relationships are more 
important than successfully completing the task. It is a challenge for us as partners to 
dance together with love and respect for one another. It is also a challenge to find a 
dance that we can dance together: a dance that is not ours or theirs - but a new dance 
of genuine, mutual, equitable and healthy partnership that take us into a peaceable 
kingdom of abundant life for all.   
     Prayers for Malawi: HIV/AIDS still takes it toll; Resources and Jobs are scarce; Freedom of Speech is threatened (Academic 
Freedom is squelched and the University of Malawi’s doors have been closed by the government); Local elections have once again 
failed to take place; Foreign economic aid has been greatly cut off because of the deportation of the British Ambassador; Unending 
fuel shortages are leading to skyrocketing prices; The government has just instituted a new 16.5 % tax on basic commodities (meat, 
salt, bread, water, milk); Corruption abounds; Unity is lacking within the Church; Prayers also for the political upheaval throughout 
the world and division within our own PC(USA). 
     Dancing together with justice and love in a world with a great variety of cultures and faiths as well as great inequities, indeed, is 
not easy. The Sufi Muslim mystics say that “when the power of love overcomes the love of power there will be peace.” Let us dance the 
dance of love together, for as Jesus said “by this will everyone know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”   
     Grace and Peace, 
     Rev. Deborah A. Chase, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Mission Co-Worker 

Old Kitchen 

New Kitchen 
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National Recovery Month 

Know someone struggling with addiction (Alcohol, prescription drugs, marijuana or other drugs)? September is National 
Recovery Month — a full month designated to raise awareness about the important role prevention, treatment and 
recovery plays in improving lives of millions of Americans. Sponsored by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration (SAMHSA), within the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Recovery Month 
inspires millions of people each year to become better educated about treatment and recovery. It also encourages 
individuals to share their stories of recovery and assist other who are struggling with substance use and mental 
disorders.  
Did you know… 

children who learn about the risks of drugs at home are up to 50 percent less likely to use drugs than those who 
are not taught about the dangers (Including prescription drugs)? 

research shows that those who begin drinking at a later age are less likely to develop a substance use disorder 
than those who begin before age 21? 

in 2009, 4.3 million people in the U.S. received treatment for substance use disorders — while 20.9 million people 
(8.3 percent of the population) needed but did not receive treatment? 

approximately 2.5 million people worldwide die each year due to alcohol use and 15.3 million people have a drug 
dependence? 

approximately 75 percent of the population believes that recovery is possible from addition to highly abused 
substances, such as alcohol, prescription drugs, and marijuana? 

untreated addiction cost employers more than $100 billion annually through increased accidents, increased health 
care claims and lost productivity? 

Remember, people can and do recover from addiction. This September … help yourself, a neighbor or a loved one 
to the miracle of recovery. For additional information, please visit www.recoverymonth.gov, join the Voices for 
Recovery: Recovery Benefits Everyone, or contact John Magnuson at jmagsmn@aol.com. 

Mini-Walk to “Help the Homeless” 

The path to end homelessness can begin with your steps. Who is homeless? While ―street homelessness‖ is the image 
that many people have when they think of homelessness, fewer than one in 10 homeless people live on the street. The 
primary cause of homelessness is the shortage of affordable housing. Since 1988, the Fannie Mae  Help the Homeless 
Program has raised more than $69.5 million for more than 220 organizations dedicated to serving homeless people in 
the Washington, D.C., metropolitan area. Each year, tens of thousands of people join the Fannie Mae Help the 
Homeless Walkathon on the National Mall or participate in mini-walks in their own neighborhoods — there were 715 mini
-walks last year including the Heritage Mini-Walk. 100% — yes, 100% — of every registration fee goes straight to the 
Beneficiary Organization — the Heritage Mini-Walk benefits United Community Ministries (UCM). If UCM reaches 
their goal of 3,000 registered walkers, it will receive an additional $50,000 grant from Fannie Mae to help the homeless in 
the Mount Vernon area meet their most basic needs. Please join us on Sunday, October 23, at 12:30 P.M., for the 
Heritage Mini-Walk. There will be a short presentation by UCM and then a walk around the parking lot. A registration 
form is required for each individual walker. Registration for adults 26 and older is $30 and youth 25 and younger is 
$20. Forms will be available in the Fellowship Hall beginning October 2 or on the day of the walk. If you have any 
questions or concerns, please contact Elder Susan Palmer at 703-768-2319 or ppalmersc@aol.com. Take a step for 
the homeless in the Mount Vernon area! 

Eagles’ Wings Tutoring Ministry 

It is that time again! The Eagles’ Wings Tutoring Program will begin its 23rd year of continuous tutoring of Mount Eagle 
Elementary School students this fall at Calvary Presbyterian Church. Last year, 27 students in grades 3, 4, 5, and 6 were 
tutored every Wednesday evening from October to early May. This is a terrific outreach ministry that benefits not only the 
Mount Eagle students, but the tutors and the community at large. Again this year, we need your help! Do you have an 
hour a week in the evening to help a student? If you cannot commit to being a tutor, please consider becoming a 
substitute tutor. Tutor orientation will be held on Wednesday, September 28, at 7:00 P.M. at Calvary. Tutoring will begin 
on Wednesday, October 5. If you have any questions, concerns or need a registration form, please feel free to contact 
the Eagles’ Wings Director, Elder Susan Palmer at 703-768-2319 or ppalmersc@aol.com. Or ask any of last year’s 
tutors/substitute tutors: Beth Bingham, Carol & Howard Borgstrom, Pat & Perry Carvellas, Joan Coe, Chris 
Geren, John Kohout, Mary & Pat Oliver, and P.D. Smith about this program. The Eagles’ Wings Tutoring Program 
certainly will miss the dedication and enthusiasm of Reid Graham — a longtime tutor and supporter. 
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Heritage Presbyterian Church ~ September 2011 

To add meetings or events to the calendar please contact the church office: 703-360-9546 or office@heritagechurchva.org 
MH= Mondloch House Delivery MOW= Meals on Wheels             

Deadline for submitting articles and announcements for Horizons is the 15th of each month. 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
    1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6p Hispanic  
     Worship 
 

2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:30p AA Meeting 

3 
7a Men’s Prayer 
           Breakfast 
          @Denny’s 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30p Hispanic  
          Worship 

4           Sunday 23 

9:00a Summer   
      Worship  
9:30a Adult Sunday  
      School 
10:55a Worship      
with Communion 
12:15p Fellowship 
 
2:30p Hispanic             
          Worship 
 

5 
Labor Day 

Office Closed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 
9a Small Group 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7p Dorcas Circle 

7 
 
 
 
 
Noon– Lunch 
Bunch @Thai Na 
Korn 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6p Hispanic  
     Worship 
7:30p Choir  
          Rehearsal 

9 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:30p AA Meeting 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30p Hispanic  
          Worship 

11             Sunday 24 
9:30a Christian  
  Education Kick-off 
10:55a Worship 
12:15p Annual  
        Church Picnic 
 
2:30p Hispanic 
           Worship 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30p Pastors  
          Class 
 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7p All-Committee 
Night 

14 
 
9:30a Rebecca  
          Circle 

15                 MH 
 
 
 
1:30p Made By the   
          Bell Crafters 
 
6p Hispanic  
     Worship 
7:30p Choir  
          Rehearsal 

16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:30p AA Meeting 

17 
7a Men’s Prayer 
           Breakfast 
          (@Denny’s) 
8:30a HPW Fall  
  Kick-off Breakfast 
 
 
 
5:30p Hispanic  
          Worship 

18            Sunday 25 
9:30a Jazz Sunday  
 School for all ages 
10:55a Worship 
12:15p Fellowship 
 
2:30p Hispanic 
           Worship 
 
5:30p Youth Group 

19 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30p Pastors  
          Class 

20 
9a Small Group 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7p Session 

21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

22            MOW 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6p Hispanic  
     Worship 
7:30p Choir  
          Rehearsal 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:30p AA Meeting 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30p Hispanic  
          Worship 

25         Sunday 26 

9:30a Sunday  
 School for all ages 
10:45a Hymn Sing 
10:55a Worship 
12:15p Fellowship 
 
2:30p Hispanic 
           Worship 
4:30p Cong. Forum 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30p Pastors  
          Class 

27 
 

28 
 
 
 
12:30p Newsletter  
              Mailing 
 
 
 

29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6p Hispanic  
     Worship 
7:30p Choir  
          Rehearsal 

30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:30p AA Meeting 

1 
7a Men’s Prayer 
           Breakfast 
          @Denny’s 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30p Hispanic  
          Worship 
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For all the latest news visit our website at www.heritagechurchva.org. 

To commemorate our 

50th Anniversary  
A small, wooden replica of  
the church is available for  

$15.00 each. Please contact the  
church office to place your order. 

Worshipful Jazz Sunday 

September 18 

 

Featuring the Marty Nau Quartet, Geoff Gallante 

and the Sanctuary Choir 

in some great gospel- and jazz-inspired music.  

Bring a friend or neighbor! 

Don’t Miss the Fun! 

Everyone is invited to the Annual Church Picnic on 
Sunday, September 11, immediately after the worship 
service. There will be lots of food, fellowship and fun for 
family and friends of all ages, rain or shine. Dress is casual, 
both for church and the picnic. 
     Please bring something to cook on the grill (e.g., 
hamburgers, hot dogs) for your family, plus a dish (e.g., 
salad, baked beans, pasta, or dessert) to share. Please sign 
up on the poster in the hallway outside the Fellowship Hall. 
Drinks, condiments and table service will be provided. 

Come one! Come all! 


