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From the Pastor’s Heart 

“Thanks for the „Empty‟ Tomb” 
 

The Gospel of John (20:10) tells us that 
Mary Magdalene’s initial immediate 
interpretation of what she saw of the rolled
-away stone and empty tomb was that of a 
normal assumption made by any 
reasonable person of a dead body — 
someone must have taken it away! And 
so, you may say that Mary was 
preoccupied with Jesus’ body, and the 
empty tomb didn’t necessarily increase 
her faith at all, but only casted doubt on 
where Jesus’ body was. 
     However, much to her credit, she didn’t 
go home right away like the two disciples, 
but stayed outside the tomb and mourned 
for Jesus, though still not believing. Even 
when she saw the two angels, she didn’t 
see them as signs of God’s presence but 
just someone else to complain to — in 
fact, this time getting more personal — 
instead of saying, ―We don’t know what 
happened to Jesus’ body,‖ she said, ―I 
don’t know what happened to Jesus’ 
body.‖ 
     And even when Mary saw Jesus later, 
she didn’t recognize him right away and 
thought he was the gardener. However, 
after Jesus called her by name, her grief 
and unbelief gave way to some faith as 
she now recognized Jesus as ―teacher.‖ 
And then, to a greater faith, as she called 
him ―Lord‖ a little bit later on, as she 
testified to the other disciples in 20:18. 
     As the story goes: The only survivor of 
a shipwreck was washed up on a small, 
uninhabited island. He prayed feverishly 
for God to rescue him. Every day he 
scanned the horizon for help, but none 
seemed forthcoming. Exhausted, he 
eventually managed to build a little hut out 
of driftwood to protect him from the 
elements, and to store his few 
possessions. 
     One day, after scavenging for food, he 
arrived home to find his little hut in flames, 
with smoke rolling up to the sky. He felt 
the worst had happened, and everything 
was lost. He was stunned with disbelief, 
grief, and anger. He cried out, ―God! How 
could you do this to me?‖ 

 
 
     Early the next day, he was awakened 
by the sound of a ship approaching the 
island! It had come to rescue him! ―How 
did you know I was here?‖ asked the 
weary man of his rescuers. ―We saw your 
smoke signal,‖ they replied. 
     In a way, to Mary, Jesus’ crucifixion 
and death was like the fire that destroyed 
her last hope. She was there at the tomb 
to mourn and maybe to contemplate her 
next move. But now the risen Lord has 
appeared to her and she can now testify to 
the other disciples, ―I have seen the Lord.‖ 
     Why did Christianity spread like wild 
fire throughout the Roman Empire so soon 
after Jesus’ time? Was it because Jesus 
introduced a remarkable new ethical 
system? Was it because he somehow 
demonstrated a surefire way to get in 
contact with one’s inner self? One central 
theme predominated in nearly every 
sermon in the early church: Jesus has 
risen from the dead! The sophisticates of 
Greece and Rome dabbled in philosophy, 
but these simple disciples of Jesus came 
with a message of resurrection of life and 
hope. 
     For Mary Magdalene, for believers like 
you and me, and believers of all ages, the 
empty tomb may not be that empty after 
all, in fact, it is full of hope! Friends, Easter 
day is not the final act — it is not an end in 
itself. Easter day points us forward, 
ultimately to the time of the completion of 
God’s purposes. Easter is both gift and 
demand. Easter is both grace and 
challenge. Easter is both present and 
future. Where are you in the experience of 
your faith right now as compared to  
Mary? Do you believe? Have you 
believed? 
     Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! 
 
Yours in Christ, 
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“And the younger of them said to his father,  
„Father, give me the share of property that is coming to me‟” (Luke 15:12) 

 
Now there’s a unique verse to open a stewardship article. No? 
     I don’t know about you, but I have been both moved and challenged by the Lenten 
series being preached from the pulpit by Pastor Bill and Pastor Holly, studied in the 
Monday evening Pastors Class or in the Sunday morning Faith & Life class based on 
Tim Keller’s book, The Prodigal God. If you didn’t get a chance to see the powerful 40-
minute introductory DVD, borrow it if you can, or maybe we can arrange a re-showing of 
it at the end of the series for those interested. Also, pick up a copy of the book from the 
church Office if you haven’t already, even if you cannot attend either class. You’ll be 
blessed by the reading and it’s a book that makes a good gift to someone who may 
need to hear the message of God’s extravagant love. 
     So why did I begin my article with this verse anyway? Two reasons: 
     First, in each article I write this year, I set out to focus on one area of Heritage’s 
mission that your giving supports. This study of Keller’s The Prodigal God is an 
example of the kind of discipleship and Christian education focus set as one of the top 
priorities by Session for 2011. The initiation of the Pastors Class a couple years ago by 
Pastor Bill reflects that vision. Also, a few short years ago, the Session elected to make 
a deeper commitment to the Christian education efforts at Heritage by calling a part-
time Associate Pastor of Christian Education. We’ve identified that we would like to 
eventually get Pastor Holly to full-time status. In faith and in prudence, her hours were 
increased to 37.5/week for 2011. By the end of this year we’d like to see the rest 
realized. We’ll go there when we believe we have the giving foundation to support it. 
     Second, I’m struck by how much information and application Jesus embeds into a 
five-minute story. When I look at that verse, I have to ask myself: ―Am I looking into a 
mirror?‖ God’s Word is sharper than a two-edged sword! In what ways do I take what 
my Father has generously given to me and spend it on myself without regard to his 
desires? Where will we all go together as a church, if we ask ourselves the probing 
questions brought out in The Prodigal God? Although there are certainly stewardship 
applications in this parable, Keller brings out some even more important insights I had 
never seen before. Isn’t that the beauty of God’s living Word? Hope you’ll join in for the 
rest of the journey. 
     Thank you for your faithful and generous support of the mission of Heritage 
Presbyterian Church through God’s tithes, your offerings and the giving of your time 
and talents in his service. 

Finance & Stewardship, Elder Bill Sams 

 

         Financial Snapshot 

2011 Stewardship February YTD Budget 
Operating Revenues $28,256 $78,463 $419,433 
Operating Expenses $33,709 $70,580 
Over (Under) ($5,453) $7,883 
 

Giving*  
Tithes and Offerings $23,210 $66,794 
Special Offerings           $658 $869 
Building Fund $355 $655 

 
*Tithes and Offerings in regular (white) envelopes apply toward the 2011 Budget of $419,433 
unless otherwise notated. Special-Envelope Offerings (e.g., One Great Hour of Sharing) and 
Special Appeals (e.g., Disaster Relief) are free will offerings over and above pledged amounts 
and do not support the operations of Heritage but are passed through to various missions.  
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Heritage Presbyterian Women, Elder Susan Palmer 

This year’s Bible study, Journeys Through Revelation — Apocalyptic Hope for Today, is winding down with only two 
more lessons: one in April and one in May. Dorcas Circle will be meeting on Tuesday, April 5, at 7:00 P.M. at Diana 
Johannes’ home, 7912 Ashton Street, and on Tuesday, May 3, at 7:00 P.M. at Beth Armstrong’s home at The Fairfax, 
9120 Belvoir Woods Parkway, #117. Rebecca Circle meets monthly in the church Library at 9:30 A.M. on the second 
Wednesday of the month or April 13 and May 11. ALL women are welcome and encouraged to attend not only for the 
Bible study but for fellowship and prayer.   
     HPW and especially Rebecca Circle will miss the innumerable contributions of Elder Joan McLellan as she and 
John move to the Westminster in Lake Ridge. In appreciation of her dedication, service, advocacy and love; HPW has 
made a contribution in her name to Bread for the World. Joan has been a steadfast champion for Bread for the World’s 
advocacy efforts to alleviate hunger and poverty here and around the world. Joan’s generous spirit has been an 
inspiration to us all.    
     Upcoming events: Palm Sunday Fellowship Hour on April 17 — Every year, HPW is the hostess for the Palm 
Sunday Fellowship Hour coordinated by HPW fellowship co-chairs, Anne Ferguson and Nancy Worden. Be 
prepared for this delicious repast. May — Spring Gathering. Watch for details in upcoming weekly Heritage eHappenings 
and Sunday worship bulletins.  

“Thank You!”  

Thank you, thank you, thank you to Joan & John McLellan from the 
Missions Committee for their decades of service. Joan has been an 
invaluable member of the Missions Committee — its conscience and 
voice on the full range of social justice issues from hunger to affordable 
housing. She has been an active participant in VIC (Ventures in 
Community) to include coordinating the Mount Vernon area CROP Walk 
for 26 years, supporting United Community Ministries (UCM) and Rising 
Hope United Methodist Missions Church hunger outreach programs, 
championing Virginia Interfaith Center for Public Policy’s efforts to 
communicate a moral dimension to policies being shaped in Richmond, 
serving on the National Capital Presbytery’s Mission Interpretation 
Committee, and advocating for hunger cessation programs to 
include Bread for the World and CentsAbility — to name just a few. John 

has been a dedicated volunteer with Heritage’s Jail Ministry at the Alexandria Jail for over 30 years since 1978. We will 
miss you, your generous spirits and your living examples of Christian faithfulness. May God continue to richly bless you 
both as you now move to the Westminster at Lake Ridge in Lake Ridge, VA (a Presbyterian retirement community). 
Their new mailing address and telephone number are: John & Joan McLellan, Westminster at Lake Ridge, 12182 
Cathedral Drive, Lake Ridge, VA 22192, Tel: 703-910-7880. 

A Pilgrimage to Israel and Jordan 

 

In October 18-30 this fall, Pastor Teng will be leading 
a 13-day pilgrimage to the countries of Israel and 
Jordan which is open to all members and friends of 
Heritage. Visiting ancient sites such as Caesarea, 
Tiberias, Capernaum, Sea of Galilee, Jericho, 
Bethlehem in Israel; and Amman, Jerash, Mt. Nebo, 
Petra, Madaba in Jordan, you will learn together the 
biblical significance of these places and hopefully 
enrich your spiritual heritage understanding. The total 
cost of this fully-escorted journey is $4,399 (plus $350 
for taxes and trip insurance), which includes 21 meals 
(eleven breakfasts, one lunch and nine dinners). An 
additional 4-day trip to Egypt is also a possibility. An 
information meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 
evening, April 26, at 7:00. Please see Pastor Teng if 
you have any questions. 



 

 

 

 
Easter Joy 

 
Jesus came to earth, 

To show us how to live, 
How to put others first, 

How to love and how to give. 
 

Then He set about His work, 
That God sent Him to do; 

He took our punishment on 
Himself; 

He made us clean and new. 
 

He could have saved 
Himself, 

Calling angels from above, 
But He chose to pay our 

price for sin; 
He paid it out of love. 

 
Our Lord died on Good 

Friday, 
But the cross did not destroy 

His resurrection on Easter 
morn 

That fills our hearts with joy. 
 

Now we know our earthly 
death, 

Like His, is just a rest. 
We'll be forever with Him 

In heaven, where life is best. 
 

So we live our lives for 
Jesus, 

Think of Him in all we do. 
Thank you Savior; Thank you 

Lord. 
Help us love like you! 

 
By Joanna Fuchs 

     V S H C      

     E S E R      

     I O R U      

     L R O C      

     M C D I      

     A N L F      

     R O A I      

S E Y A K Y I S X R E T E P 

B T D C S N T T H I E V E S 

M T O I R A C S I S A D U J 

A R B N E G E U G N E N I L 

L A I N E D R P E L P M E T 

     A R P T      

     L U E H      

     E S R S      

     N E C E      

     E R R M      

     R O O A      

     Y B W N      

     C E N E      

     F E O S      

     O M I A      

     N P S L      

     O T N V      

     M Y E A      

     S T C T      

     I O S I      

     N M A O      

     I B R N      

     S D A Y      

Children’s Easter Activities 

Easter Word Find 
 

ASCENSION  
BODY  
CROSS  
CROWN  
CRUCIFIX  
DENIAL  
EMPTY TOMB  
GETHSEMANE  
HEROD  
JUDAS ISCARIOT  
LAMB  
LAST SUPPER  
LINEN 
MARY MAGDALENE 
PETER 
RESURRECTION 
ROBE 
ROCK 
SALVATION 
SIMON OF CYRENE 
SINS 
STONE 
TEMPLE 
THIEVES 
VEIL 

A Song to Sing 
Easter 

Jesus, Jesus, Easter’s here! 
No more sorrow, no more fear. 
Empty tomb and running feet 

Down the road our Lord to meet. 
HALLELUJAH songs we raise, 
Magnify our Lord with praise! 
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Christian Education, Pastor Holly Davis 

Christ is risen, He is risen indeed! 

HOORAY FOR EASTER!  
As Christ followers, this is our event most worth 

celebrating. We celebrate our risen Lord, new life, new 
beginnings and new hope.   

 
It doesn’t get better than this! An evening of food, fellowship, laughter and entertainment 
with the Heritage family! Juggling John Jordan (Sams), Joke Master Ian Stefanchik 
and Jingle Bell Singing Emilie Stefanchik were just three of the shining stars at the 2

nd
 

Annual Talent Variety Show on March 18. Other performances included William Sams, on 
the piano, Michael Stefanchik on the recorder, and Maggie McDonald’s friend, Caroline 
Bowman on the clarinet. We had lots of Jokesters this year including Geoff Gallante and 
friend, Julian Worth, Jennifer McAllister and Kari Ann McDonald. A round of applause 
goes to Grace Kennedy who was the Master of Ceremonies for the evening (Ed. not to 
mention our own resident comedians/actors: Pastor Holly & Van Davis)! A big shout out 
to all who participated, attended and helped make this fun evening happen. 
 
CHILDREN  
Palm Sunday — Don’t forget you are an important 
part of the Palm Sunday worship on April 17. We 
will lead the palm procession at the beginning of the 
service and afterwards place our palms on the cross 
outside. 

 
Puppet Show — Hooray, it’s time for fun and giggles again with the annual Puppet 
Show on Sunday, April 17, at 3:00 P.M. in the Fellowship Hall. All are welcome! 
 
Resurrection Celebration — Easter Sunday all children gather in the Fellowship 
Hall at 9:30 A.M. to celebrate our risen Lord. The Heritage Youth will lead the 
Easter Egg hunt, crafts for all ages, snacks, story time and ―Flowering the Cross.‖  
Parents are invited, too! 
 
YOUTH 
Last month we transformed into aliens from other worlds and had fun playing wacky games. This month we’ll stick 
around this planet for an evening called: “What on Earth?” Meet at the church on Sunday, April 17, at 5:30 P.M. Keep 
your eyes and ears open to find out “what on earth” is going on! 
 

Youth, don’t miss Sunday mornings in April/May as we prepare for the Youth-led worship service on Mother’s Day, May 
8! Youth Lounge, 9:30 A.M. 

 
ADULTS 
It’s not too late to pick up your very own copy of 
Tim Keller’s book The Prodigal God . Heritage is 
reading this book together as our Lenten 
devotional. Copies of the book and a study guide 
are available in the Fellowship Hall on Sundays or 
from the church Office. 
 
Hope & Healing — Gather in the sanctuary on 
Sunday, April 10, at 5:00 P.M. for a brief time of 
worship, prayer and praise. Leave your burdens 
with God, have your hope renewed and your heart 
refreshed. 
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 Beth Armstrong 

 Carol Barret (friend of  
 Reid Graham)  

 Chris Battle (friend of 
 Rich Cooper) 

 Jean Crumpler 

 John & Marge Hayes 

 Marlese Hubbell 

 Kate Keating  

 Winnie McGillivray 

 Mildred Nowell  

 (Cynthia Keating’s 
 mother) 

 Mary Oliver 

 Myrna Oliver 

 Glenna & Dorsie Page 

 Otto Santa Anna  
 (Aaron’s father) 

 Fred & Betty Jean van 
 Doorninck (Christie 

 Perryman’s parents) 

 Ross & Delores 

 Thompson 

 Sylvia Wasylyk 

 Marina Zuffi (friend of 
 Kate Keating)  

 
 
 

 

Local & World Outreach 

One Great Hour of Sharing 

Presbyterians’ gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing are for all 
God’s children. Following the January 2010 earthquake in 
Haiti, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and the Presbyterian 
Hunger Program provided seeds and tools for thousands of 
Haitian farmers to grow enough food for hundreds of 
thousands of displaced Haitians. This project allows Haitians to 
participate in their own recovery and makes use of indigenous 
seeds and grain. In the United States, Self-Development of People has partnered with 
community leaders in Detroit to use vacant lots to cooperatively grow and produce food 
and provide a base for long-term sustainable income and community redevelopment. In 
order to continue reaching out in new ways, the One Great Hour of Sharing programs 
depend on your support in making a difference in the lives of our brothers and sisters in 
Christ.  
     The Presbyterian Hunger Program (PHP), the Self-Development of People 
(SDOP), and Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) each receive 32% of 
undesignated One Great Hour of Sharing gifts. The remaining 4% goes to PHP for its 
work on homelessness and affordable housing.  
     During this Lenten season, we are reminded that, through the simple act of sharing, 
we are blessed and experience God’s abundance in surprising ways. Thank you for 
your longtime support of the One Great Hour of Sharing offering. 
     One Great Hour of Sharing envelopes are available in your offering box or in the 
pews. The One Great Hour of Sharing offering will be collected on Easter Sunday, 
April 24. 

2011 Rebuilding Together 

For seventeen years, Heritage has participated in 
Rebuilding Together (formerly RPJ Housing’s 
Rebuilding Together program). The name has changed, 
but not the approach of using volunteers to help low-

income homeowners improve their homes in Arlington and Fairfax Counties. Rebuilding 
Together has a 2011 goal to repair and/rehabilitate approximately sixty homes of 
qualified homeowners, particularly the elderly and disabled, so they can remain in their 
homes with improved living conditions. 
     Heritage will participate again this year. You will notice a difference in our project 
date, which normally was the last Saturday of April. This year Heritage will serve as a 
pilot project for testing logistics of conducting a project on a date other than the national 
workday. If you would like to help make a difference, consider donating at least 2 hours 
of your time on June 4. Contact Elder Howard Borgstrom at 703-329-1059 to sign-up 
or to get more details. 

CROP Walk 2011 

CROP Walk 2011 is scheduled for Sunday, May 15. This year’s walk will start at St. 
Aiden’s Episcopal Church on Riverside Road. CROP Hunger Walks help fight hunger 
and poverty locally and globally, with 25% of the funds staying here in the Mount 
Vernon community. In the last 20 years, CROP Hunger Walks have raised more than 
$294 million to assist those struggling to feed their families. Why a walk? Hungry 
people in developing countries typically walk as much as 6 miles a day to get food, 
water and fuel and to take their goods to market. We walk to be in solidarity with their 
struggle for existence. We walk because we want to end hunger — one step at a 
time. Please watch upcoming Heritage Happenings and weekly bulletins for details. If 
you have any questions, please feel free to contact Elders Joan Coe or Susan 
Palmer.   
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Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ! 
 
     My name is Maggie R.K. Chisi, a first year Diploma in Theology student and a Synod of Livingstonia, 
Church of Central Africa Presbyterian (CCAP) candidate of the Ministry of the Word and Sacrament.  
     On behalf of the faculty, all students and indeed on my own behalf, I would like to express sincere gratitude 
_hk rhnk `b_m mh ma^ Ogbo^klbmr h_ Fbobg`lmhgbZ* =hee^`^ h_ Na^heh`r, C _^^e bmÄl ab`a mbf^ mh inm bg [eZ\d Zg] pabm^ 
the note of thanks. Sincerely, this is what I have been meditating upon since 20th October when I received news 
about your sponsorship. May the Almighty God bless all of you as a church abundantly in this New Year 2011 
as you plan to serve God more than last year! 
     I was born on 23rd June, 1975 at Queen Elizabeth Central Hospital in Blantyre City, southern part of Malawi. My original home is Kandodo Chisi 
PbeeZ`^* NkZ]bmbhgZe ;nmahkbmr GÄG[^kpZ bg Gsbf[Z >blmkb\m* hg^ h_ ma^ ]blmkb\ml bg ma^ ghkma^kg iZkm h_ GZeZpb, C Zf Z mabk] born daughter from a 
family of five children, four girls and one boy. I did my school at Chitawira and Mzuzu CCAP primary schools. I went to a Community Day Secondary 
School where I obtained my Junior Certificate of Education. There was then a pause in my education because I got married. It was an early marriage of 
which I did not plan. Therefore, my education was delayed. My husband is Kondwani Chivunga, a Tumbuka by tribe. We have three children, Joshua 
Vincent (age 16), Kondwani Junior (age 11), Salome (age 7) and an adopted child Cynthia (age 13).  
     While married I joined teaching. I went to Kasungu Teacher Training College and qualified as a T3 primary teacher. I was not happy with my 
academic certificate. I started self-study and in 2002 I sat for Malawi School Certificate of Education (secondary school certificate), which I passed and 
obtained good grades. I sat again in 2006 and obtained higher grades. This enabled me to qualify for the Holy Ministry interviews. 
     Before I came to college my life was full of trials and temptations, but I stood firm. What I discovered was to work hard at my work place and dedicate 
myself to church activities. I was a board member of Scripture Union and a Bible Club matron at my school. I was also a SCOM (Student Christian 
Organization of Malawi) Associate in Secondary Schools. 
     If there is a type of work that ever since I was born I never desired nor was attracted to nor interested me it is to become a minister. However, if God 
\ahhl^l rhn* rhn \ZgÄm kng ZpZr, Gr \Zeebg` mh fbgblmkr lmZkm^] bg /761 pa^g C pZl ^b`am r^Zkl he] [nm C ]b]gÄm k^Zebs^ bm ni to 6th June, 2008.   
     When I was eight, I had a dream whereby I was visited by two young girls. They said they lived in heaven with God the Father. Then again on 30 
March 2001, I had two strangers again come to me. This time it was a vision because I was not asleep. Finally on 6 June, 2008 I was convicted to write an 
application to the Holy Ministry. I had no peace until I wrote the application. From there I had peace in my life. Since that day I have been made to love 
ma^ fbgblmkr fhk^ maZg Zgrmabg` ^el^, C ]hgÄm mabgd C \Zg \aZg`^ fr fbg], C ]hgÄm k^`k^m mh [^\hf^ Z fbgblm^k bg Z Jk^l[rm^kban Church. I promise to serve 
my God the rest of my life. 
     Life at the College at first was challenging due to the new disciplines we were having especially theology. But as time went we were opened up and my 
performance changed. I love theology most. I like mixing with fellow students and learn more from them. 
     Vision for My Ministry Ã The first thing is to bring millions of souls to Christ. But I would like to attain highest education to have broader knowledge 
of the word of God so that I serve God anywhere I will be sent. I will be a defender of our faith in terms of leading people to true worship of God the Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit, one God blessed forever. In addition to this, as a lady, I also plan to mobilize women as well as men to active service of the Lord. Much 
effort will be put to women, encouraging them to arise and shine and work for the Lord because we will be judged the same regardless of sex. Therefore, 
women also have the potential to spread the Good News to all creation.  This will be done through teachings to uproot the prejudice which has been planted 
in the minds of people.  
     Life in Malawi Ã The people in Malawi are friendly. Generally they like living in harmony. However, one problem which I have observed is the 
undermining of women in terms of leadership. People have negative attitudes towards women in higher or leadership roles. Last year we had national 
government elections and the person elected Vice-President is a woman, Joyce Banda, who worked very hard (tirelessly) mobilizing people to vote for her 
party and many people were convinced that she has the potential to be a leader. Soon after the elections she served for a few months as Vice-President and 
then the President and his cohorts silenced her office. It has been quiet for a longtime. This gives us a clear picture of peopl̂ Äl g^`Zmbo^ Zmmbmn]^l mhpZk]l 
women. Women who work hard in leadership roles as Joyce Banda has are often thwarted by men who are jealous of their abilities. Therefore, the 
mobilization of women is vital especially in the service of God.  
     In Malawi we have different religions but the major one is Christianity with different denominations.  There are also otherl ebd^ CleZf* D^ahoZaÄl 
Witnesses, Bible Believers, pagans (a small minority) and Rastafarians.  Many people especially Christians like praying and spend much of their time with 
God especially on Sundays and other days of the week.   
     This is a brief picture of my life and the people in Malawi. More in the next e-mail. 
     Lastly, I would like to learn more about the ministry of your congregation and life in Virginia.   
 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 
 
Maggie Chisi 



 

 

 
April 

Celebrations 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Birthdays 
 2 Jean Coyle 
 4 Jim Boswell 
  Alan Perryman  
 10 Kelly Russo 
 11 Hannah Thompson 
 14 Tina Adamson 
  Joseph Campbell 
 16 Marge Hayes 
  Mary Oliver 
 18 Tom Kennedy  
  Patrick Newman  
 21 Jay Geren 
 25 Carol Ferguson 
  Gail Trimble  
 26 Sandy DeFord  
 27 Emily Perez-Reyes  
 29 Emelita Sleep 
 30 Kathleen McSwain  

and 
Matthew Adamson 

Alex Gordon 
Christine Gordon 

Dot Heil 
Thomas Jones 

Katie Kelly 
Marnie Larkin  
Chris Lovell 

Lee McAllister 
Richard Peterson 

John Pope 
Nancy Pope 

Laura Reynolds  

 
 

 

Anniversaries 
Kala & Burt Thompson 

Tanya & Marty Anderson 
Ellen & Kevin Ferguson 
Marlese & Walt Hubbell 

Sherry & Ernest Johnson 
Cathy & Tim McElhannon 

Kathy & Matt Pregmon  

Care Packages for Japan 

While Japan is among the world’s most advanced countries, the damage caused by the 
unprecedented scale of the tsunami and earthquake and the growing nuclear crisis is 
beyond imagination. You can make a difference in bringing God’s healing to this 
devastated nation, where Presbyterians have been engaged in active mission work 
since 1859. 
How You Can Help: 

GIVE  — Financial support for 

relief efforts wherever disasters 
occur can be designated to 
DR000148. Support exclusively 
for the Japanese disaster can be 
des ignated to DR000117 . 
Donations may also be made to 
One Great Hour of Sharing.  

PRAY  — Join with others in 

lifting up the people of Japan and 
those providing aid. And... 

ACT  — Congregations and 

individuals can put together hygiene kits and baby kits.  
     Church World Service (CWS) Kits are small packages of supplies assembled by 
volunteers and shipped to people in need around the world. CWS needs to restock their 
supply of kits as a result of this latest catastrophic disaster. So let’s make some 
kits. Heritage Presbyterian Women (HPW) will provide the starter — gallon plastic 
bags — on Sunday, April 10. Kits will be due on Mother’s Day, Sunday May 8.   
 
To assemble a Hygiene Kit you will need: 

One hand towel measuring approximately 16" x 28" (no fingertip or bath towels) 

One washcloth 

One wide-tooth comb 

One nail clipper 

One bar of soap (bath size in wrapper) 

One toothbrush (in original packaging) 

Six standard size Band-Aids® 
Place all items in a one-gallon plastic bag with a zipper closure, remove excess air from 
bag, and seal. Please do not add toothpaste to the Hygiene Kit. Cartons of toothpaste 
that have an extended expiration date will be added to Hygiene Kit shipments just prior 
to shipment.  
  
To assemble a Baby Care Kit you will need: 

Six cloth diapers 

Two T-shirts or undershirts (no Onesies) 

Two washcloths 

Two gowns or sleepers 

One sweater or sweatshirt (can be hand-knitted or crocheted) 

Two receiving blankets (one can be a hand-knitted or crocheted baby blanket) 
Items must be new and under 
12 months in size. Wrap items 
inside one of the receiving 
blankets and secure with both 
diaper pins. 
 
Please contact Elder Mary 
Oliver at 703-341-6179 or 
olivermary@cox.net, if you have 
any questions or need any 
additional information.  

Lectionary Readings for  

Sundays in April 

Apr. 3 1 Samuel 16:1-13, Psalm 23, 
 Ephesians 5:8-14, John 9:1-41 
Apr. 10 Ezekiel 37:1-14, Psalm 130,  
 Romans 8:6-11; John 11:1-45 
Apr. 17 Isaiah 50:4-9, Psalm 31:9-16, 
 Philippians 2:5-11, Matthew 26:14-27 
Apr. 24 Isaiah 25:6-9, Psalm 114, 
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Smellin’ the Roses, Elder Marge Hernandez 

Love and hugs and much sympathy go to Nancy & David 
and John Pope on the loss of Nancy’s mom, on 
Valentine’s Day. Mary Kate Honeycutt had been in our 
prayers for months. All of your Heritage family aches for 
you, Nancy… Thanks, thanks, and more thanks go to 
Elizabeth Tolles, Heritage’s Neighborhood Blood Drive 
super great Chairperson for the past umph-teen 
years! Elizabeth is retiring, leaving the Chair position to 
Jenny & David Kennedy. Thanks so much for stepping 
in Guys!.. And congratulations go to Betsy & Matt, Lacey, 
Lila, and Reed Rogers on the arrival of new son and 
brother, John Richard Rogers (such a distinguished 
name!) on February 23rd… Did we hear correctly that the 
Property Committee has to deal with yet another leak in 
the water line? Oh gee! Not fair!!.. It’s difficult to imagine 
Heritage Church or Stratford Landing without Joan & 
John McLellan. They’ve been here since the beginning, 
and they have done so very much for all of us. But it is 
happening!! Joan & John are moving to Westminster at 
Lake Ridge, just down the road in Woodbridge. We know 
you won’t be too far away, but goodness knows, nothing 
will be the same without ya! Please don’t forget us… Word 
is in from New Mexico that Judy & Bill Huff are enjoying 
life there. And that includes playing golf in February!.. 
Perry N. Carvellas, thanks for being such a super Sexton, 
and also just an all round nice guy! We really appreciate 
all you do for us!.. The Spanish-speaking congregation 
which uses our Fellowship Hall is a group of awfully nice 
folks. If you ever happen to be around the church when 
they are coming or going, do be sure to say hello and to 
introduce yourself. You’ll be glad you did!.. And, by the by, 
when are you going to sign up to host coffee hour after 
church? Yes, you, dear reader!! An awful lot of blank spots 
still remain on that sign-up poster. As a matter of fact, 
there are many blank spots on all those sign-up 
posters. What about sponsoring the flowers on a 
Sunday? Best check on the cost. It’s changed. But it is 
really not that much. Or you can usher. No cost there… 
Recently the Prayer Request List has included the name 
of Winnie McGillivray. Do you recognize the 
name?? Winnie is a Scottish lady, who came to Heritage 
many years ago with her Presbyterian pastor 
husband. The McGillivrays lived in the manse, now 
Heritage House, and exchanged pastorates for a 
while with Heritage’s pastor Larry Glassco and his dear 
wife Marjorie. They have stayed in touch with friends 
here, and not too many years ago hosted Midge & Bob 
Curry when they were in Scotland… Midge, by the way, 
had plans to travel in Japan recently, and had to change 
them when the devastating earthquake hit… And 
with nostalgia, and a lot of joy, came the Reverend Laura 
Sugg to fill the HPC pulpit recently. Laurie was a member 
of the Heritage Youth Group back in the days when that 
huge and very busy group was featured in a national 
publication. Larry Glassco was pastor then, and Bill Sams 
was part of the group. Kala Thompson’s brothers Kevin 

and Scott Visscher were also involved. ’Twas wonderful 
to have Laurie with us… And what a Sunday that 
was! Marty Nau and his group of super musicians played 
worshipful jazz, and the choir was at its best with terrific 
songs. Joy was in the air!!. Marty and his music-making 
friends will return to Heritage on April third for an 
afternoon concert. And more joy will be in the air!! Don’t 
you dare miss it!!. A sad and loving farewell goes to friend, 
member of the first class of Elders elected at Heritage, 
Carl Gray. Carl died in early March. He and his beloved 
wife Zianna were wonderfully involved in almost 
every aspect of HPC life for many, many years. About 14 
years ago Zianna died of cancer, and Carl moved to 
Fredericksburg to be nearer to his son. But even then he 
would return to visit us, and to make sure everything was 
going okay here. Carl celebrated his 100th birthday last 
August. Farewell Good Friend… Delores & Ross 
Thompson had been planning to move to The Fairfax, at 
Fort Belvoir, in March. However, Ross ―took sick‖ with 
pneumonia, and ended up hospitalized at Walter Reed, 
instead. But with the help of the Thompson kids, the move 
to The Fairfax took place as planned. Delores is happily 
getting settled there, and Ross, hopefully by now, is also 
getting settled in! Please do feel very good very soon 
Ross… Nancy Worden has had a bout of bronchitis and 
other assorted problems which have left her with a big 
cough and not much energy. This is not good, Nancy!.. In 
March Anne & Jim Ferguson were off to Pittsburgh for a 
week of playing with their grandchildren!!. Walt Hubbell 
got a bit more attention than he wanted not too long ago 
when he ended up having emergency surgery to repair a 
hernia. But, as you would expect, he bounced back 
beautifully. All his fans are so glad!!. Remember recently 
there appeared in HPC publications an offer of a well-used 
spinet piano free to whoever would haul it away?? Well, 
that piano now resides in the home of a former member of 
that Heritage youth group which was mentioned 
above. The two young daughters in the household are 
ever so delighted to have a real piano on which they can 
practice their lessons. Thanks Heritage!!. Susan Palmer 
took a bad spill while walking the family dog in early 
March. She had some bruises to show for her trouble, but 
thankfully no broken bones. Remember some years ago 
when Bert Japikse had a broken arm as a reminder of a 
similar accident? More recently Peggy Russo joined that 
exclusive group too! Be careful out there guys!!. The 
recent HPC Sunday afternoon forum regarding the state/
status of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) was well- 
attended, and some good discussions were begun. Our 
pastor has promised more of these meetings, soon, as 
a means of keeping us informed on issues which can 
effect us deeply. Thank you Bill… Now, with spring 
officially here, and the spirit of Lent with us, please look for 
special ways to increase your own spiritual well 
being. Enjoy the blossoms… And here’s hoping your 
allergies don’t bother you too much. 
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Lunch Bunch 

Happy Spring everyone! Several of you have wanted the group to do this for a while, so 
our next lunch, Wednesday, April 6, at Noon, will take place at the Cosmopolitan Grill, 
7770 Richmond Highway, next to Gold’s Gym. If you haven’t eaten there before, you are 
missing a treat. This is a family-owned and -operated restaurant that serves fresh, high 
quality food. Select from their exciting menu of European and American cuisine and 
traditional dishes from the Balkans and a number of international favorites. 
Cosmopolitan Grill was recently voted as one of 100 Best Bargain Restaurants in the 
DC area. Let us know that you will come and don’t forget to invite a friend or neighbor. 
They’re always welcome. Please note that management will only provide ONE group 
check, as lunch is a very busy time. We’ll see you on the 6th! Please contact Elders 
Vivien & Richard Peterson, at 703-660-6988 or viviene703@aol.com or 
Peterson13@aol.com for more information.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Beyond April 

 
 

May 1 
4:00 P.M. 

SUNDAYS@Heritage! 
Featuring  

Geoffrey Gallante and  
Jean Swinbanks 

 
May 3 

9:00 A.M. 
Small Group 

7:30 P.M. 
Dorcas Circle 

 
May 4 
Noon 

Lunch Bunch 
 

May 7 
7:00 A.M. 

Men’s Breakfast 
 

May 10 
7:00 P.M. 

All-Committee 
 

May 15 
1:00 P.M. 

CROP Walk for Hunger 
 

May 17 
7:00 P.M. 
Session 

 
May 19 

1:30 P.M. 
Made By the Bell 

 
May 21 

8:00 A.M. 
Spring Workday 

 
 

Small Groups 

The Small Group discussion will continue 
meeting on Tuesday, April 5 and 19 at 
9:00 A.M. in the church library. You are 
welcome to join in the led discussion at 
any time. Our topics for the coming 
meetings will be ―Submit to One Another‖ 
and ―Admonish One Another.‖ Please 
contact Elder Mary Oliver at 703-341-
6179 or olivermary@cox.net for further 
information. 

Around the Parish 

Dear Heritage family, 
I wish to thank you for all your prayers, cards 
and calls as I have been recovering from my 
surgery. It has brightened my days and been 
encouraging. 
     A special thank you to the Congregational 
Care Committee and others, who provided 
meals and other treats, especially in the first 
few weeks. You are a blessing as I continue to 
heal. 
Mary Oliver  Dear Heritage Presbyterian Church, 

      Thank you so much for all your 
kindness and support during my mother 
L^[^\\Z BZko^rÄl beeg^ll Zg] iZllbg`, Shnk 
phone calls and cards have meant so much 
during this challenging time. Our family is 
very blessed to have such wonderful people 
in our lives.    
     Special thanks go to the McDonalds for 
a wonderful home-cooked meal and to the 
Congregational Care Committee for making 
sure we got some of the delicious soup from 
the Souper Luncheon (thanks to Kathy 
Gordon & Rea Ayers). With Gabe 
recovering from shoulder surgery, these 
f^Zel a^ei^] nl fhk^ maZg rhnÄee ^o^k dghp, 
     Please keep us in your prayers, and 
maZgd rhn Z`Zbg _hk Zee ma^ eho^ rhnÄo^ 
shown us. 
Romelda Guglielmo and Family 

 

Coincidence  
is when God  

chooses to be 
anonymous.  
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Heritage Presbyterian Church ~ April 2011 

To add meetings or events to the calendar please contact the church office: 703-360-9546 or office@heritagechurchva.org 
MH= Mondloch House Delivery MOW= Meals on Wheels             

Deadline for submitting articles and announcements for Horizons is the 15th of each month. 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

27             Lent 3 

 

28 
 

29 
 

30 
 

31  
 
 
 
 

1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:30p AA Meeting 

2 
7a Men’s Prayer 
           Breakfast 
          (@Denny’s) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30p Hispanic  
          Worship 

3                 Lent 4 
9:30a Sunday  
 School for all ages 
10:55a Worship  
w/Holy Communion 
12:15p Fellowship 
 
2:30p Hispanic             
          Worship 
4:00p SUNDAYS@ 
   Heritage! Concert 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30p Pastors  
           Class 

5 
9:00a Small Group 
           Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7p Dorcas 

6 
 
 
 
 
Noon–Lunch Bunch 
@Cosmopolitan 
Grill 
 

7                   MH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6p Hispanic  
     Worship 
7:30p Choir  
          Rehearsal 

8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:30p AA Meeting 

9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30p Hispanic  
          Worship 

10                  Lent 5 

9:30a Sunday  
 School for all ages 
10:55a Worship 
12:15p Fellowship 
 
2:30p Hispanic 
           Worship 
5p Hope & Healing 
 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30p Pastors  
           Class 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7p All-Committee  
           Meeting 

13 
9:30a Rebecca   
          Circle 
 
 

14  
 
 
 
 
 
 
6p Hispanic  
     Worship 
7:30p Choir  
          Rehearsal 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:30p AA Meeting 

16 
7a Men’s Prayer 
           Breakfast 
          (@Denny’s) 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30p Hispanic  
          Worship 

17       Palm Sunday 
9:30a Sunday      
 School for all ages 
10:55a Worship 
12:15p Fellowship 
 
2:30p Hispanic 
           Worship 
3p Puppet Show 
5:30p Youth Group 

18 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

19 
9:00a Small Group 
           Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7p Session 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

21                 MH 
 
 
1:30p Made By The     
           Bell 
6p Hispanic  
     Worship 
 
7:30p Joint Maundy  
   Thursday Service  
         at Heritage 

22      Good Friday 
 
 
 
 
7:30p Joint Good  
    Friday Service at  
          Calvary  
       Presbyterian 
 
8:30p AA Meeting 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30p Hispanic  
          Worship 

24              Easter 
9:30a Easter  
          Celebration 
10:55a Worship 
12:15p Fellowship 
 
2:30p Hispanic 
           Worship 
 

25 
9:30a HPW Board  
          Meeting 

 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30p Pastors  
           Class 

26 
 

27 
 
 
 
12:30p HORIZONS  
            Mailing 

28             MOW 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6p Hispanic  
     Worship 
7:30p Choir  
          Rehearsal 

29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:30p AA Meeting 

30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30p Hispanic  
          Worship 
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Joint Lenten Services with 

Calvary & Mount Vernon Presbyterian Churches 
 

 

Maundy Thursday, April 21 

Heritage Presbyterian Church 

 

Good Friday, April 22 

Calvary Presbyterian Church 

 

All services begin at 7:30 P.M. 

SUNDAYS@Heritage!  

Spring Concert Series 

April 3 

The Marty Nau Quartet 

May 1 

Geoffrey Gallante & Jean Swinbanks 

Annual Puppet Show 
Presented by  

Heritage Presbyterian Women 
and Kaydee Puppets 

Sunday, April 17, 3:00 P.M. 
FOR CHILDREN AND GRANDCHILDREN AGES 2 TO 12 

ALL ARE WELCOME! INVITE A FRIEND! 
RSVP: DENISE HAYDEN 703-360-9546 

INOVA Blood Drive  

A Blood Drive is schedule for Saturday, April 16, at 
Aldersgate United Methodist Church. Please sign up to 
give blood — it doesn’t take long and free snacks are 
included! Plus studies show that giving blood is good for 
you! Scientists say giving blood ―appears to contribute to 
improved vascular health.‖ Wow it’s a win-win! Please 
contact Jenny Kennedy at jenny.kennedy@att.net or 703
-360-9420 to sign up. Thanks! 


